Tackling essay questions

“Discuss major social development issues that are currently attracting significant notice from many governments and the international community.”
Points to consider

· What is important is not just knowledge, but rather how you draw on your knowledge and understanding to produce a written result. This is what the examiner is looking for;

· Easy essay questions do not exist: all demand respect and are demanding;

· You are expected to critically evaluate the proposition;

· Make sure your answer is relevant to the question. 

Answering the question 

· Does this question look too easy? Be aware !!!!

· This question offers you an opportunity to display your understanding of the breadth of social development issues;
· It challenges you to determine what the ‘significant’ areas are. How do you define significant? 

· The question invites a (succinct) discussion of several social issues. In highlighting your chosen areas, you might like to consider:
· Why are they significant?

· Why are they attracting attention?

· Why should governments and the international community be concerned?

· What are the effects of these issues?

· What might occur if they are not addressed?

· Be sure to use the pertinent words of the question in your answer to demonstrate to the examiner that you understand the question.

